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Abstract. The purpose of this research aims to determine the student’s reading habits of Jakarta Post, 

their linguistic features of comprehension focusing on words and morphemes, and the impact of these 

habits on their linguistic features of comprehension focusing on words and morphemes. A mixed 

method was used in this research. The statistical population of this study was 45 students from the third 

semester of English language education. The sample of this research class B was 20 students.The result 

of  the research revealed that the mean scores of pre-tests was 71.95, while the mean scores of post-

tests was 83. The result of the two-sided significance value is 0.000. Compared to the significance level 

of 5% (0.05), the statistic shows that the two-fold significance level is lower than the significance level 

of 5% (0.00 < 0.05). In addition, the results of the interview also showed that students had a good 

answer about reading habit of Jakarta Post. This study’s result indicated that  reading habit of Jakarta 

Post has a significant effect. It positively impacts students’ linguistic features comprehension, focusing 

on word & morpheme. 
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1.  INTRODUCTION 

The Jakarta Post newspaper was formed as the most famous English-language newspaper in 

Indonesia, especially Jakarta. This newspaper contains various topics, including local, national, and 

international news. There are the lot of articles as column in the Jakarta Post, such as business, lifestyle, 

polities, world, sport, and so on, telling about reference that making reader misunderstanding due to 

reader’s comprehension [1]-[3]. Yet many people are interested in that newspaper because it uses 

linguistic features which makes us learn about many things. It is including business, education,  

indonesian culture, and so on who want to have a more advanced mindset and see the world through 

knowledge[4]-[6]. In English newspapers, especially the Jakarta Post, present a spectrum of linguistic 

nuances to their readers. The global news presented in this newspaper is not only about language 

proficiency but also about vocabulary enrichment. This study reveals that the reading the Jakarta Post 

newspaper will influence students' understanding or increase theirknowledge of linguistic and 

morphemic structures.  

There are two basic points that must be understood in learning English. The first is listening and the 

second is reading, both of which are called receptive abilities., states that reading and listening are 

related to receptive skills while speaking and writing are related to productive skills. Reading is a skill 

that uses the logic and meaning of a printed word like written letter. It may have common and may have 

an implisit meaning  [7]-[9]. There are four types of reading; interactive reading, selective reading, 

perceptive reading, and extensive reading [10]-[12]. 

A habit is an activity carried out repeatedly by human that becomes a habit to achieve a goal or carry 

out activities for free. Habits form as people pursue goals by repeating the same responses in a given 

contex [13]. Activities that are done repeatedly and become habits are not all good things to do. 

Repeated habits have positive, like Intense reading is a kind  of  reading  where readers  other  than  

linguistic expertise should be aware of and concentrate on text context and  semantic Comprehension  

since the  aim is  to  obtain  such  facts.  In  other  words,  intense reading  calls  for  learners  to  locate  

the  words, recognize their meanings,  and eventually identify an accurate reading  and negative impacts, 

eye strain, sleep problems if you're reading late into the night, and even neglect of other aspects of life, 

from physical activity to spending time with loved ones.  [14], [15].  
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Examples of habits that have a positive impact are waking up early, exercising, tidying the house, 

doing things early, and studying. Examples of habits that have a negative impact are waking up during 

the day, playing online games, learning speed systems overnight, and often getting into debt. According 

to researchers, good habits for students to carry out are studying or reading habits. Reading any 

textbook, novel, or newspaper is good for increasing students' knowledge [16]-[18]. Therefore, 

researchers want to find out whether the habit of reading the Jakarta Post newspaper will positively or 

negatively impact students. 

Reading habit is a person's habit in doing reading activities, where reading can be from the academic 

or non-academic scope, done for mere pleasure or a person's awareness to gain knowledge. Reading 

habit is the activity of perusing being carried out all through life in a consistent, customary and basic 

way as a result of it being seen by the person as a require and material source [19] [20]. The reading 

habit of students is the things students do to read text or novel or newspaper regularly. The habit of 

reading is highly recomended to everyone around the world. In fact, the students who are who are always 

encouraged to strengthen students reading habits to support their learning abilities [21]-[23]. Reading 

habit are very important as they are closely related to the role of an academic, students develop critical 

thinking skills through reading [11]. In addition, reading habits have three influencing elements. 

Reading habits are influenced by the choice of reading material, such as the author's name, attractive 

titles and the quality of the book's text [24]. Reading habits are activity that help students improve their 

reading performance and learn how to become good readers [25], [26]. Therefore, reading habits is an 

influential aspect to consider in helping improve their reading comprehension. A good reading habit is 

a strong weapon for the students in learning [27]. 

Linguistic is the scientific study of language, and  several materials are studied in linguistic called 

linguistic scope [28]. Linguistics refers to the external and internal aspects of language [29]. Linguistic 

features are linguistic characteristics of a text related to grammar whose function is to classify words. 

The role of linguistic features in text is very important. Linguistic features are also important for 

identifying speech structures (i.e.,  claims,  arguments,  text,  and  speech  movements) [30]. The 

linguistic features in online communication for (1) written features (alphabet, capitalization, spelling, 

punctuation), (2) linguistic features (informal words, abbreviations), (3) grammatical features (words, 

sentences) . structure), (4) discursive features (combination and fusion), and (5) pseudolinguistic and 

graphic features (different signs such as capitalization and punctuation) [31]. 

A word is language unit that has meaning and is used to form sentences., a word is a sequence of 

sounds or symbols that forms a unit of meaning and can stand alone or combine with other units to 

express an idea. Various types of words and their functions in language, including nouns, verbs, 

adjectives, adverbs, and more  [32] [33].  

Morphemes are the minimal or small units of words that have a meaning and cannot be separated 

[34]. Morpheme has two types, namely free morpheme and bound morpheme. Free morpheme is a 

words that can stand alone and is not tied to other morphemes. Free morpheme is a word that can stand 

on its own without any words and it means they can stand alone, that is, it can function independently 

as a word [35]-[37]. 

 

2. METHOD  
The population of this research is the third-semester students of Purworejo Muhammadiyah 

University in the academic year 2023/2024. The university is located at Purworejo Rergency, Central 

Java. The variables in the research are students’ linguistic features focusing on word & morpheme as 

dependent variable, and the impact of reading habit of Jakarta Post as independent variable. 

From the population, the researcher took 1 (one) class experiment. There were 20 students in a class 

experiment using purposive sampling technique. To obtain data, the researcher uses research instrument 

or tools. It consists of pre-test, treatment, post-test, and interview. To analyze the data, the researcher 

uses descriptive and inferential methods.  

This study used a mixed method which combines qualitative and quantitative data. The researcher 

used this method to find good phenomena and the correct answers to the questions that the researcher 

asked the research subject. Research instruments are research aids used to measure and collect data. The 

data collection instrument or tools basically focus on data collection techniques when conducting 

academic research either through observation, questionnaire, and interview [38]. The researcher gathers 

the data through pre-test, post-test, and interview. Pre-test and post-test are conducted to determine the 

validity of data regarding students' reading habit. At the same time, interviews are conducted to obtain 

the correct information from sources to achieve the research objectives expected by researchers. In this 
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research, the researcher used four methods in collecting the data, they are pre-test, treatment, post-test, 

and interview. Pre-test dan post-test were used to obtain data students’ linguistic features 

comprehension, focusing on words and morphemes, whereas the researcher used interview to get data 

Jakarta Post readers‘ reading habit. The technique of analyzing the data is transforming the data to make 

conclusion about a specific of topic. This includes deciding how to assign credit scores to data, 

reviewing the type of score to use, selecting a statistical program, entering data into the program, and 

cleaning the database for analysis. [39], [40]. Two types of statistics that can be used to analyse the data 

from the research are descriptive analysis and inferential analysis. 

 

 

3. FINDINGS  
The research was conducted at Purworejo Muhammadiyah University. It took place in the third 

semester of the academic year 2023/2024. The researchers took one class, namely experimental class. 

The researchers chose class B as research subject. The total number of students was 20 students. The 

researcher collected data from the pre-test, treatment, post-test, and interview.  
 From the result descriptive analysis, the impact of reading habit of Jakarta Post towards students’ 

linguistic features comprehension focusing on word & morpheme, the researcher used SPSS to find the 

measures of central tendency of the data. The result of the SPSS calculation as follows: 

 

Table 1. Result of Descriptive Analysis 

 

 
 

Based on table 1, it found that the result of the manual calculation and IBM SPSS were the same. 

The mean score of pre-test was 71.95 and could be categorized as good based on the scale reference 

criteria proposed by [40]. Then the mean score of post-test was 83.00 and could be categorized as 

excellent based on the scale reference criteria proposed by [40].  

 

Inferential Analysis 
In calculating parametric statistics, the data must form a normal curve. To check if the two data 

sets are normally distributed, the researcher attaches the calculation results of  manual calculations 

using SPSS. When calculating manually  using SPSS, the researcher used the Kolmogov-Smirnov fit 

test method. If the P value is greater than 0.05, the data is normal. The following table explains the 

calculations performed by SPSS. 
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Table 2. The Result of Test Normality 

Tests of Normality 

 

Kelas 

Kolmogorov-Smirnova Shapiro-Wilk 

 Stati

stic df Sig. 

Stati

stic df Sig. 

Reading 

Habit 

Pre-

Test 

.083 20 .200

* 

.964 20 .630 

Post-

Test 

.146 20 .200

* 

.950 20 .360 

*. This is a lower bound of the true significance. 

a. Lilliefors Significance Correction 

Based on the calculation above, it stated that the results of The Impact of Reading Habit of Jakarta 

Post Towards Students’ Linguistic Features Comprehension Focusing on Word & Morpheme are both 

higher than 0.05. They were 0.630 and 0.360. It means that the data was normally distributed. 

 

The purpose of linearity tests is to analyze whether the relationship between the independent  and 

dependent variables is linear or not. The data was linear if the significance value  is less than 0.05. The 

result of the calculations performed by SPSS is as follows: 

 

Table 3. The Result of Test Linearity 

 
Based on the calculation above, the results showed that the significance linearity value was below 

0.05 (0.008<0.05). It means that the data of two variables was linear. 

 

The formula used is Pearson Product Moment, calculated using SPSS to test the hypothesis. The 

correlation is significant if rcounted > rtable. From the calculation of correlation coefficient, rcounted equals to 

0.000 with N 20 to the real level α= 0.05 or 5%. After that, the researcher finds the computation of 

correlation between the impact of reading habit of Jakarta Post towards students’ linguistic features 

comprehension focusing on word & morpheme. 
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Table 4. The Result of Test Hypothesis

 
The correlation product moment calculation result was 0.000. The researcher used SPSS to include 

manual calculations. The result of this research is that the alternative was accepted, and the hypothesis 

was rejected. This was reinforced by the results of interviews with five third-semester students of 

English Language Education Program at Purworejo Muhammadiyah University on July 12, 2024. 

 

4. DISCUSSION 

 The Result of the Students Reading Habit of Jakarta Post 
The researcher collected data by analyzing English Language Education of Purworejo 

Muhammadiyah University in the third semester of class B.  The researcher analyzied the Jakarta Post’s 

reading habits based on the students‘ pre-test. 

From the findings data, the highest score in the students was 88 and the lowest score was 60, where 

the total students was 20, and the total pre-test was 50 questions. The mean score was 71.95, the range 

score was 28, and the standard deviation was 8.306. The frequency of the result pre-test that got the 

excellent category were 20% (4 students), the good category was 55% (11 students), the sufficient 

category was 25% (5 students). The fairly sufficient category was 0%, and low category was 0%.  

Based on the data above, the researcher concluded that Jakarta Post’s reading habits can have 

a positive impact on students. Reading habits can facilitate students‘ reading of English, add new 

vocabulary, and expand their knowledge about any field. 

To collect data, the researcher analyzed English Language Education at Purworejo Muhammadiyah 

University in the third semester of class B. In this case, the researcher examined the students‘ 

comprehension of linguistic features, focusing on word & morpheme. The students’ linguistic features 

comprehension focusing on word & morpheme, were taken from the result of students’ post-test. 

From the findings data, the highest score in the students was 96 and the lowest score was 70; the 

total students was 20, and the total post-test was 50 questions. The mean score was 83, the range score 

was 26, and the standard deviation was 7.581. The frequency of the result post-test that got excellent 

category were 80% (16 students), good category was 20% (4 students), sufficient category was 0%. 

Fairly sufficient category was 0% and low category was 0%.  

Based on the data above, the researcher concluded that students’ linguistic features comprehension 

focusing on word & morpheme is in the excellent category. The students understand about any word, 

find new word and their meaning, understand the types of morphemes, and separate the morpheme from 

the root word and main word. Giving treatment after the pre-test helped students improve linguistic 

features comprehension, focusing on word & morpheme. Reading habit of Jakarta Post positively 

impact towards students’ linguistic features comprehension, focusing on word & morpheme. 

 

The Correlation between The Impact of Reading Habit of Jakarta Post and 

Students’ Linguistic Features Comprehension Focusing on Word & Morpheme 
Based on variable comparisons and calculations using SPSS, the comparison between the impact of 

reading habit of Jakarta Post towards students’ linguistic features comprehension focusing on word & 

morpheme in 3rd semester students of English Language Education at Purworejo Muhammadiyah 

University is 0.000, which can be categorized as significant. It can be decided that the correlation 

between the impact of reading habit of Jakarta Poat and students’ linguistic features comprehension 

focusing on word & morpheme due to the SPSS results from the hypothesis test results was significant 

at 0.000, which value was below from the predetermined threshold (0.01) 

In conclusion, this study shows that reading habit of Jakarta Post’s reading habit significantly 

impacts students’ comprehension of linguistic features, focusing on word & morpheme. The study’s 
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implications can be used as a guideline for teachers and curriculum developers in improving word and 

morpheme comprehension. 

 

The Result of Interviews  
In the table of the result of interviews, the researcher interviewed 5 of the third-semester students of 

English Language Education at Purworejo Muhammadiyah University. Interviews were held on July 

12, 2024, after carrying out the post-test. The researcher gave 15 questions to 5 students. The interview 

questions were taken from three research questions in this research. The research questions  were 

answered through interviews with five students. 

From the interviews result, students’ vocabulary increased, they could determine the types of 

sentences that were often used in Jakarta Post articles, and they could name types of morphemes. It was 

evidenced by the interview results, where the students could successfully answer the interview questions 

posed by the researcher. Therefore, Jakarta Post’s reading habit positively impacts students’ linguistic 

features comprehension, focusing on word & morpheme.  

5. Conclusion  
Based on the result of this study, the conclusions of this research are: 

The result of the correlation calculation shows that the value of correlation is 0.000, which means 

that Jakarta Post’s reading habits significantly impact students’ comprehension of linguistic features  

(word & morpheme). 

According to the of interviews results, reading habits positively impact students' comprehension of 

linguistic features (word & morpheme). This is supported by the implementation of treatment steps by 

researchers for students so that the post-test results are superior to the pre-test results. Interview 

questions and also answers answered the research questions in this study. The researcher concluded that 

the hypothesis stated in chapter one is responded to, that there is a positive impact on the reading habit 

of Jakarta Post toward students’ linguistic features (word & morpheme) comprehension. 
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